A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
and when he found how wrong he was he drowned himself;
for on the envoys of William approaching Tyrcormel the Prince
of Orange found that an armed struggle could not be avoided.
James landed at Kinsaie on March 12, 1689; he made a
state entry into Dublin on the 24th, and summoned a Parliament
to meet him on May 7. His chances, we know, were small
because the help he could receive from Louis XIV would only
be slight. He had also against him the Papacy, which was
hostile to Louis (and therefore to the allies of Louis) because,
as we have seen, the King of France had proclaimed Gallican
principles, and had gone very far in denying the right of the
Holy See to give orders to the Church in France. This hostile
attitude of the Papacy has given rise to the idea that the Holy
See, which animated all the resistance to Louis XIV through-
out Western Europe and supported it with funds, had also
financed William's invasion of Ireland. The thing has often been
asserted, but no proof has ever been put forward.
The Irish Parliament met, and proceeded to set right the
injustices of the last thirty years. Like the English Parliament,
it chiefly consisted of gentry sent by the boroughs. Tyrconnel
had got rid of the old tyranny whereby the borough councils
were made artificially Protestant; he gave them back their
liberty, and the consequence was that the Commons, now met
at Dublin, were overwhelmingly Catholic in religion and national
in tradition. When Cromwell had landed the division of the
soil had been, as to value, nearly half Catholic, and, as to
acreage, somewhat more than half (n to 10); and it will be
remembered that after Cromwell's career of massacre and
robbery the so-called settlement gradually enforced upon Ireland
utterly upset these proportions. Nearly nine-tenths of Irish
land as to acreage and much more than nine-tenths as to value
were lost to the Catholic and native owners and transferred in
part to English adventurers, but in part as property to absentee
landlords in England, of whom among the most important were
the City of London and its corporations.
It will be remembered also that in 1660-65 Charles II had,
with the object of saving his new position as restored monarch,
allowed this huge transfer of wealth to stand. In this, the first
free Parliament, the greatest of these evils was undone, and the
land was settled back again in its original form, as before
Cromwell, of roughly half and half between the native Catholic
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